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2019 Marching Scorpions 
“…Not All Who Wander Are Lost.”  

Dear Parents, Guardians, and Students!

The 2019 Marching Scorpions Season has begun! I hope all of you are as excited as I am to get 
our show on the road. No need to worry that you may have missed a rehearsal, music being 
handed out, part assignments, or any important meetings. Those questions along with a few 
others are why I am writing to you now, but I do apologize for the lengthiness of this letter in 
advance.

I am excited to announce next year’s show theme will be, “Not All Who Wander are Lost” and 
will feature the music from Cirque du Soleil’s Journey of Man in three movements: Youth, 
Flight, and Journey. I feel the music will connect with audience members in a way that they will 
feel they know the music even though they may not have heard it before. If you are interested in 
listening to our arrangements, please go www.jwpepper.com and search “Saucedo Journey of 
Man.”

Camps and Rehearsals
I have included with this letter a calendar to aid in your planning for the upcoming months. 
Marching Band requires a considerable time commitment. I hope you understand that if I could 
accomplish our goals in less time, I would. I have streamlined the schedule as much as I can. 
You will see that we have three minicamps on June 3, June 24, and July 8 and will run from 8 
am - 11 am. We will be indoors for these camps. As I know many of you will be traveling over 
the summer months, I have asked that all members make every effort to attend at least 2 
minicamps if not all three. Please let me know in advance if you cannot attend a camp.

Percussion Camp will begin at 6 am and end at 11 am on July 17, 18, and 19. We will be 
scheduling an auxiliary/color guard camp for this summer once our new instructor has been 
confirmed! All band members (Percussion, Flags, Woodwinds, and Brass) will attend Band 
Camp July 21 - 26 and July 29 - 30 from 6 am to noon at Desert Edge High School. I will have 
more specifics for you in the coming weeks about band camp and expectations.

I have tried to include all rehearsals, events, and football games on the calendar, but please 
understand some changes may occur. In the case that something does change, I will give you at 
least 2 weeks notice so you can plan accordingly. 
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Instruments and Equipment

As we are a marching band, we need equipment of every sort. I will address uniforms for all 
members later in this letter. 

Auxiliary (color guard) uses flags, poles, rifles and other elements throughout the course of the 
season. The band department will pay for all of those items. Makeup and hair products will be 
the responsibility of the members.

Percussion will need to purchase their own sticks and mallets. I encourage each of them to 
think about the rest of year, specifically Symphonic band, where they will need a pair of yarn, 
cord, acrylic, sticks, and preferably a pair of their own timpani mallets.

Woodwinds will need to make sure they have cork grease, reeds (at least 3 playable reeds), 
cleaning swab, and any other item required to maintain their instrument. Synthetic reeds for 
marching band are acceptable. Larger instruments, i.e. bass clarinet, will be provided by the 
school, and we have a few smaller instruments to rent from the school.

Brass players will need valve oil, snake, tuning slide grease, and any other item required to 
maintain their instrument. Larger instruments, such as the Sousaphone and baritone, will be 
provided by the school, but I strongly encourage students to purchase their own mouthpiece. 
We will have a few smaller school owned instruments available for rent.

Medical Information and Release Forms

I have included a release form for all summer camps at DEHS. This information will be kept 
confidential but is necessary just in case something happens at school. Also, every student will 
be required to register on www.registermyathlete.com before they will be allowed to perform at 
any event. I will have permission forms for travel when school begins in August.

Fees and Fund Raising

There will be three fees charged to each member that need to be budgeted: a $100 transportation 
fee (for busses to and from all of our away events paid to the school), a $15 class fee that covers 
new music for pep band (paid to the school), and a $75 fee participation fee that will be used to 
pay for food on away trips, props, staff members, fuel, bags, uniform cleaning, and the expenses 
that come up during any marching season. I have tried to bring these costs down immensely 
from $300 for every student to the $75 fee.

Because of the reduced costs, we need help fundraising! For some of our fundraisers, we offer 
credit towards their participation fee based on shifts worked or items sold. Each opportunity 
will have its own bonus. Additionally, we run the visitor concessions stand during football 
games that really help our fundraising efforts. If you can help, please contact our band parents 
at scorpionbandbooster@gmail.com and we will be happy to let you know about all of our 
upcoming fundraisers.
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Uniforms

Auxiliary members will have unique costumes every year. We are trying to move from each of 
those students purchasing their own costume to having the band program provide those for 
them. I will keep you updated as we get closer to our performances. Auxiliary members will 
need to pay for shoes and other required clothing.
Every Woodwind, Brass, and Percussion member will be provided and fitted for their own 
Marching Scorpion uniform that includes bibbers (pants), jacket, gauntlets, and shako (hat). At 
our events, we will provide their plumes (the feathers they wear on top of their shakos). There 
will be a few other expenses for members of these sections:

Gloves $5 a pair
Black Socks Purchased by member
Dinkle marching Shoes Approximately $30 a pair
Athletic Shorts (designed by Band department) Approximately $15 a pair
Band Shirt Free
Duffle Bag (checked out to students) Free, but borrowed!

The shirt and shorts and meant to be worn under their uniforms during events to help keep the 
uniforms clean. The duffle bag is for carrying all of their extra equipment. We will have a show 
themed shirt that will be an optional purchase. We will also have band parent apparel available 
for purchase by the end of band camp.

Final Thoughts

As a new Marching Scorpion Member or a new Marching Scorpion Band Parent, I know some 
of this can seem overwhelming, but please know that we have other parents, student leaders, 
staff, and myself to help you along the way and answer any questions you may have. I am truly 
looking forward to this season and experiencing our show, “Not All Who Wander Are Lost.”

I look forward to meeting you or seeing you again soon!

Sincerely,

Paul A. Traugott
Director of Instrumental Music
Desert Edge High School
15778 W. Yuma Road
Goodyear, AZ  85338
ptraugott@aguafria.org
(623) 932-7500    ext. 3041
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